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SPECIES
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16/10/2008 NO4511 Ladybank 2 Red Squirrel

RECORD TYPE
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Dead on road
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COMMENTS
(e.g. Habitat detail, behaviour etc)

Road in conifer plantation.

The above form is designed to help with noting records in the field. These records should then be typed into an
Excel Spreadsheet or input to Species_Recorder (see website), and e-mailed to simon.scott@fife.qov.uk.

You can also mail your paper records if you do not have access to suitable computer facilities.
Date, Grid Reference and Species name are required.

By submitting this form you are agreeing that this information can be used in accordance with Fife Nature’s data policies. Fife Nature’s full data policy can be
provided on request. Fife Nature reserves the right to release personal data in those circumstances whereby it will be used to contact an individual in order
to verify records. Fife Nature may also release personnel data for those individual that have expressed an interest in supporting the wider recording
community. All information sent to Fife Nature will be used for conservation purposes at the discretion of the Information Officer. This will include making
the data publicly available through online catalogues including the National Biodiversity Network.
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SQUIRREL IDENTIFICATION

RED SQUIRREL
Sciurus vulgaris

IDENTIFICATION

Mostly reddish-brown (body length 195-280mm), with pale underside
and a long bushy tail (longer than half the length of body + head: 140-
240mm) and more pointed muzzle than the Grey Squirrel. Moults in the
autumn, and ears in winter grow a conspicuous tuft, while the tail may
gradually bleach to almost white in summer.

HABITAT & HABITS

Prefers coniferous woods, but may also be in deciduous woods, where it
prefers rather young and dense cover. It can travel very fast through
the trees by jumping long distances. It also swims. The nest is ball-
shaped, made of bare sticks and lined with grass and moss. It makes a
chattering sound and does not hibernate.

GREY SQUIRREL
Sciurus carolinensis

IDENTIFICATION

Predominantly grey, though with some reddish areas. These, however,
are never very striking. Larger than the Red Squirrel (245-300mm) but
tail is proportionally shorter (195-250mm). The fur is redder in summer
than in winter and it has distinct brown stripes on the flanks, but ears
lack tufts even in winter.

HABITAT & HABITS

Prefers deciduous woods, but may be found in conifers. Often seen on
the ground, where it runs faster than the Red Squirrel, though it is
slower when it moves through the branches of the trees. Much bolder
than the Red Squirrel. Nests in tree holes, although it may also build an
untidy nest (drey) of base twigs in the fork of the tree. Voice is hoarse,
rapid and rasping. Does not hibernate. Was introduced at the turn of
the century from North America and is spreading rapidly.
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